
 
 
 
 
 

I Fear For My Life 
Monday, July 13, 2020 

4:00 – 5:30 pm EST 
 
Since enacted by Congress and signed into law by the President in January 2018, the 400 Years of 
African American History Commission (400 YAAHC) develops and facilitates activities 
throughout the United States to recognize the 400th anniversary of the first documented arrival of 
Africans in the English colonies in 1619.  The Commission is further charged with recognizing and 
highlighting the resilience and contributions of African Americans while simultaneously 
acknowledging the painful impact of slavery, racial discrimination, and racism then and now on our 
Nation.   
 
On Monday, July 13, 2020, the 400 YAAHC and co-hosts, the National Association of Blacks in 
Criminal Justice, will present the third in a series of public education discussions offered monthly 
from May through September 2020.  The series is designed to share the little known, lesser, and 
even better-known stories and pressing issues of African American history.  
 
Within the greatness of our nation’s legacy are the stories we are less eager to tell – the ones of 
lynchings, beatings, burnings, bombings and a range of treatment that have prompted millions to 
say, “I fear for my life.”  Among examples, black males were frequently imagined to be savage and 
animalistic.  Their fear and voices have been silenced and their whereabouts remain a secret in 
undisclosed burial grounds dug by convict leasing aided by chattel slavery.  African Americans have 
endured unimaginable injustices to include fatal acts inflicted upon children without remorse by Jim 
Crow and his colleagues.  The burden of indiscriminate and disproportionate profiling has been 
studied extensively and found to weigh most statistically upon African American backs.  The 
frequency of lives lost have made and missed the nation’s headlines.  No longer pursued by hounds, 
yet we are hounded.  Is it not a shame that we must ask on which side of the tracks is it safe to run?   
 
We must own another vivid truth, the phrase, “I fear for my life,” applies far too often to the anxieties 
felt by innocent children and families who desire to live peaceful and productive lives but who are 
endangered by the crossfires of random and senseless violence.  In contrast, the phrase has incited 
outrage when used to claim deniability for overuse of deadly force by those who are entrusted but 
abuse power.  The diversity of our ancestors’ voices and discontent is growing stronger as we seek 
to write new history with less fear.  This session will explore a journey of 400 plus years and how the 
phrase, “I fear for my life,” continues to find its place in contemporary society.   

 



GUESTS AND HOSTS INCLUDE: 
 
 

Dr. Rex M. Ellis 
Commission Chair 

400 Years of African American History Commission (400 YAAHC) 
 

Mr. Ron Carson 
Commission 2nd Vice Chair 

Chair, Faith and Justice Advisory Committee 
400 Years of African American History Commission (400 YAAHC) 

Session Host 
 

Ms. Terri McGee 
President 

National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice 
Session Co-Host 

 
Mr. Tim Kaine 

Senator 
State of Virginia 

Legislative sponsor of the 400 Years of African American History Commission Act 
 

Dr. Yohuru Williams 
Dean, College of Arts and Letters 

Founding Director, Racial Justice Initiative   University of St. Thomas 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Moderator 
 

Featuring Special Guests 
 

 Mr. Douglas A. Blackmon 
Pulitzer Prize Winning Author "Slavery By Another Name" 

 Mr. Nick Cannon 
National Ambassador and Activist 
Philanthropist, Producer, Rapper 

  
 The Honorable Ella Jones 

Newly Elected First African American Female  
Mayor  

City of Ferguson, Missouri 

Dr. Paul D. Butler 
Georgetown Univ. Law Professor 

Author "Chokehold: Policing Black Men" 
 
 

Pre-register NO LATER THAN Monday, July 13, 1pm EST 
by clicking the link below 

https://rsvp.att.com/?ConfID=585956206    

https://rsvp.att.com/?ConfID=585956206

